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Redruth. The chief ores are tin ore and copper ore. Of recent
years the mining industry has not been very flourishing ; competi
tion from the richer and more cheaply worked ores abroad has been
the chief trouble. Another mineral is china clay, a decomposition
product of granite found in gigantic pockets on the surface of some
of the granite masses, especially that of St. Austell. It is dug out

and washed and shipped from a number of little ports (such as
Fowey, Par, and Charlestown), not only to pottery districts of the
Midlands, but also to the Continent. Good slate is quarried when
there is a demand for slates (people prefer -to roof their houses with
tiles now) and granite is quarried in some areas.
In winter the peninsula lies in the mildest parts of the British
Isles.   It is true that strong and cold winds sweep over the surfact
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